Refugees from

dating websites find L
old-fashioned matchmakers
are a modern solution
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He was charming and witty, tall,
handsome — and looking for
love.

He was in his mid-80s, running
asuccessful software company.
A self-confessed workaholic, he
still found time for skiing ad-
venture trips und fine dining,
But nowhere had he happened
spon the right woman — not on
he bar scene, not gaing out with
ndless friends of friends. His
sals joked that he'd dated halfof
loronto.

He even signed up with a
natchmaker, deseribing hiside-
J woman as well-educated,
ward working, self-confidernt
nd feminine, He went on sevier-
d set-ups. “They were all great
vomen, but no spurks,* he says.

His love quest went an hold for
everal years when his business
weated up. Theh one day, while
Iriving an the Gardiner, the car
shone rang The voice on the
ither end saick ¥} found her*

It was his matchmuaker, Ruth
daramunt, whom he'd) com-
letely forgotten abotit. He de-
lined the p ive mateh,
‘00 busy, he said. You must, in-
isted Clarsmunt. He finally re-
nited, calling the woman fora
ate,

Through the glass panes of hir
wont door; he' remembers see-

1g her; abeautiful blonde witha

arm, welcoming smile, us she
ame to answer his knocle The
kst is o blur He went find of
umb, dazed. This man-about-
swn shook her hand with the
rrong hand. He mutterad

N b

b
-

something nonsensical. e
walked past her and sat down,
thunderstruck.

“T'he only way Lean explainit”
he says, “is Jove'nt first sight”

Cupid's arrow struck deep.
Bullseye for the matchmuker.
“Dating seemed fike s numbers
game,” explaing the smitten
man. “I'd hoped a matchmaker
would cut the odds in my fa-
vour”

Singles searching for sonl-
mates want shorteats, Fed up
with bars and miss meet-and-
greet events, frazzled by spe
datingand either spooked by In-
ternet romance or hurned: by
online liars, they're turning for
help to a more traditional trade:
matehmakers.

“Everyone looking for love
would like some help® explains
Toronto matchmaker Susan
Kates, “They get stuck. They get
tired. They want someone to do
the work folr them. That's our
soctety, you hire agardener, you
hire a truiner. It'sabout person-
alserviee”

These aren't you -grand-
mothers’ mate Foryet
Yentiin Fiddler on the Roof and
think Alicia Silverstone, the di-
vorce lnwyer cum matchmaker
on the falled TV show Misy
Matel. Many mogdersn mateh-
mukers have business back-
grounds — mar ; sales, ex-
ecutive head-hunting ~ and
Some are humai resouices, so-
clal wo:k—?e@ Althaugh they
vach work differently, they gen-
erally charge $1,000 'or £1.500

> Please see Matchmakars, LS

Pros light
the fire




Love’s spark need

Matchmakers from L1

membership. Some target niche
rhets, such as religious or ethnic
started last

ups. Equal ]
{n Toronto, is geared to successful,
detically fit

study
ach. Opened in 2008, the Match-
\king Institute in New York City of-
s n 22-hour, course that's
wannabes from across
OVETCAS.

1t's instinctual” rqys
tes, a te of the New York
hool. are no guarantees. | can

nnect people, but 1 can't croate
emistry. That's up to them.”

Jown in the dating bunker — Katex'
semett office in her North Toronto
year-old is on the
\one, giggling. “Oh! Waan't [ right?”
« says to an obviously happy t
:tuhwwiwwhgni:‘

‘s 0 woman reporting a great first
ite. The delighted guy had

Id Kates a d date was pl

ting

She keeps her matchmaking clientele

mall. They're all men, seriously

soking for the right women.

iave come througl Kates' main -
introduc

For a match i

tge after disas 's on the
singles scene. “The last guy I met on my
own turned out to be 45 and still living

Wﬁ’ basement,” says one 47+
divorced

Wwoman.
Through s largo dating service, she en-

what my dutabpse wants.”

But even amony chosen clientele,
ukkyduuﬂnn:om.l&ﬂnndm:.n
mutchmaker gets feedbock from both
sides. One may be enamoured, the oth-
er dismissive — o diplomatic standoff.
“I'll just say, "Let’s move on,'* Howat
says.

Sometimes, patterns emerge. One

young woman kept in ting her
dala'l(nll!waslnlhcmwhhn
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lthmmyheml.'motemgsy.an-
ramunt told the woman to relax and
have fun,

“Nice guy, horrible haircut,” was the
consistent word on one of Howat's cli-
erits. She took him to her stylist and his

love life perked up.

Other problems run deeper, turning
the matchmaker into quasi-
“My hushand jokes I'm borderline
Equal Chemistry and Dear Tory,” says

sapro’s touch

:

Howat, who's done her shane of hand
holding over late-night phone calls

“I'm woerking on o tough one bow
Kates says. “Basically, ho wants lils old

givlfriend back. T can't just say, "Honey,
she's gone.” | koep enco g b to
hroaden what he's looking for”

When one female client complained
that the man scted too forwardly, Kates
tuctfully went over dating etiquette
with him

At Soulmutes Inc, o Jewish match
making service, founder Eve Potok sy
she doesn't change people, just acoom-
modates thym. For instance, sho

"t suggest a mole-over for an
untidy woman. “Probably some schivp-
py guy would do just fine.”

For those clients waiting for their next
urranged date, there's heightened hope
that this could be it. “T'm cautiously ap-
timistle,” says a 35-year-old lawyer whi
liked his five matches but {s still
Jookinyg, “You become jaded by my age.
it then the romantic sido ideks in. You
think, ‘Could this be my last first kiss?” "

You never know. There nne those fuiry
tade endings.

Remember Bachelor Number 12 His
Jove mateh with the blonde wis mutu-
al “When 1 saw him, | had this feciing,
e looles like he cotld be my husband. 1t
frenked me out,” says the woman,
whose mother enrolled ber with the
matchmaker as a Christmas present.
They marriced 7°/smonths after the first
mﬂnﬂz‘nd huve two youny children

How Clarnmunt know? 1t wus
more than their similar backgrounds,

values and whe ingists “1t wis 2

feeling 1 from both of them.” xgn
the matchmoker enigmatically. “Jts an
intunygible " Case closed.



